Wye Community Land Trust Public Meeting, 21 April
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A public meeting to inform and involve the public in plans to set up a community farm in Wye drew a large number of people on Saturday 21 April.

Two hundred and seventy people came to the Wye Community Land Trust (WCLT) meeting, in Wye village hall. Most of them visited in the morning, to find out more about the project from the various stalls and displays inside, but many stayed in the afternoon to talk in detail about what they wanted the farm to achieve. 

The meeting was addressed by Tom Oliver, head of rural policy for the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE). He described how other successful community farms had developed, and how the issue of community involvement in agriculture was increasing in importance nationally and internationally. 

‘The purpose of the meeting was twofold,’ said WCLT steering group chairman Jim Little. ‘In the morning people came to see what the farm might offer them and to find out more about how community farms work. The steering group’s many experts – including farmers, environmentalists and lawyers – were on hand to talk about how various elements of the enterprise are evolving. 

‘There was also a detailed evaluation of the feedback we have received from members of the public,’ Mr Little said. ‘Three hundred consultation forms have been returned to us so far, indicating what the community and former students of Wye College feel can be achieved through a community farm here.’

‘The idea of the WCLT is to let the community decide, ultimately, how the farm operates,’ Mr Little continued. ‘So in the afternoon, people debated in groups a wide variety of subjects, such as how the stunning beauty of this part of Kent could best be preserved through the management of the land, what agricultural commodities should be produced and how the right legal structure could be set up to allow us to meet our aims. 

‘The results of our consultation will be taken forward by the steering group in producing its business plan, but I would stress that this is not the end of consultation,’ he said. ‘Should Imperial College (the landlord) offer us a tenancy, we will raise the money we need to get this project going through a share issue. Any shareholder will have a vote, which can be used to influence the way the farm is run.

‘It was superb to see how engaged the people of Wye are in this enterprise,’ Mr Little concluded. ‘Our plans for a community farm here are still evolving, but it was a vital step to get the input and the broad support of the community.’

